
Kia ora students, parents, caregivers and whānau

FROM THE JUNIOR DEPUTY PRINCIPALS DESK:

For many whānau this Lockdown would have again meant supervising school work, managing multiple family needs
(often all at once), trying to stay active, listening to the 1pm Press Conference, at the same time juggling working
from home, dealing with financial constraints and missing regular contact with other friends and families.

We as a kura very much appreciate everything you did to support your child’s learning during the time College was
closed for normal onsite learning.  At this time, we are still operating at Level 2 in our community. We appreciate that
the vast majority of students are back at school. I hope that we have an interruption free Term 4.

Vanessa Te Huia tehuiav@otocoll.school.nz
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL, JUNIOR

FROM THE SENIOR DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Term Three, the wet and busy term, is now nearly over.  Corridors have been noisy and classrooms full since our
return from Lockdown.  Our first aim was to look after our students’ wellbeing and have them reconnect with each
other and their teachers as both of these connections are essential for successful learning and moving forwards.

Our second aim was to look after our students’ learning.  Students learnt much during Lockdown from painting

fences, building gates, milking cows, calving, mowing lawns, gardening to looking after siblings.  Yes, how much our

students learnt academically has varied so teachers have taken the time to differentiate and tailor teaching from

where their students are at.

To students, staff and families have a wonderful holiday and enjoy the chance to slow down for a bit of rest in the break from school.

Lyndsay Kurth kurthl@otocoll.school.nz
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL, SENIOR

Chocolate Fundraiser
Chocolates on sale
All monies due end of November

Quiz Night
October 29th 6pm

Senior Study for Year 11, 12 and
13 students every Tuesday from
5pm to 7pm.

The Derived Grade
Examinations are in Term Four
on the 20th, 21st, 22nd, 26th
and 27th of October.

Senior Prizegiving is scheduled
on November the 17th from
1.00pm to 3.00pm.

NCEA Examinations begin on
Monday 22nd November and
finish on Tuesday 14th
December.

Year 9 and 10 Camp
December 6th 8th

Junior Prizegiving
December 10th
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YEAR 9 DEAN
Kua tae matou ki te mutunga o te wahanga tuatoru o te tau - the end of Term 3, and what a term it has been with Lockdown dividing it into two
learning blocks. This term our Year 9 students have been involved in the High School Musical Production, the CACTUS group, the Creative Arts
project and a variety of sporting events. We also had Māori Language Week, where we promoted everyday use of Te Reo Māori in all of our junior
classes with daily kiwaha and quotes which students were encouraged to use. Ka mau te wehi!

Over the last 2 terms  we have also had the privilege to  welcome the following students into our kura. Tira Atutahi-Abraham, Ella Dalton, Chris
Greener, Kayla Murrell, Saige Bright, Tenanoa Timi, Tyden Barrett-Marino, Kaiden Kite-Ryan and Waimaarie Rogers. We hope they have had a good,
positive start to their schooling life here at Otorohanga College.

Our Year 9 students have been given their course selection booklets to choose their preferred options for next year. This is where we have encouraged our students to
start thinking about their futures, and to consider options that will support their interests and strengths. In Term 4, the Year 9 students will be going on a camp to
Kawhia from the 6th to the 8th of December (if we are in Alert Level 1), where we will have the opportunity to learn more about the whenua and moana in our rohe.
Here, they will have many activities to do both on the moana and the land. Please get in contact if you need another form. It has been a full on term, but have a safe
break and we look forward to seeing you all again in Term 4. Kia haumaru te noho.

Nga mihi nui
Ms. Areta Kahura kahuraa@otocoll.school.nz

YEAR 10 DEAN
It is great to be back into the swing of things post Lockdown and back into our mahi. Congratulations to those Year 10s who completed “The Longest
Day” as part of the Cactus Programme. Your personal development has been impressive despite the Lockdown disruption and watching you drag
that firetruck down the home straight was something special. Well Done also to our Tama Tu boxing group who on Wednesday received their
completion certificates for the champions boxing programme in Te Awamutu. I have enjoyed seeing the personal development as well as increased
fitness and skill levels.

During Māori Language week our junior students excelled in many areas. Randall Uerata-Greenback led Karakia and shared kiwaha with the
College, Tamati Katipa won the Orator Competition and also led Karakia and shared kiwaha. With Term 4 just around the corner, I encourage all
Year 10s to get involved in Summer Sports. We have touch rugby, cricket, summer soccer and softball on the menu. We are also very excited for
camp. Also refer to our Facebook page for fundraising information.

Until then, let us keep working hard in the classroom, always giving our best effort.

Ngā mihi nui
Mr. Leighton Parsons parsonsl@otocoll.school.nz



YEAR 11 DEAN FEEDBACK

Kia ora students, parents, caregivers and whānau,

Welcome back after our surprise Lockdown. It has been great to be back at school with social interaction and routine. A huge WELCOME to our
three new Year 11 students who have started with us:  Brooklyn Willison, Ereni Paki -Te Maro and Angel Greener, we hope your start to Ōtorohanga
College has been smooth and welcoming.

The start of Term 4 is a very busy time for senior students and can sometimes create stress for our Year 11s who are new to the NCEA game. All senior students are
welcome to attend a study session from 5 - 7pm in the school Library on Tuesdays. This is a time students can organise to meet with their teachers and get extra help for
their exams or internals if needed.  Congratulations to Laura Hunt who has already gained 50 credits at an Excellence level and will Endorse NCEA Level 1 with
Excellence. A reminder that Year 11 students only need 72 credits in total to pass NCEA Level 1 with the reduction in the number of credits due to COVID.

Have a happy holiday, enjoy your whānau, study for Derived Grade Examinations and stay safe.
Ms. Nikita Dorne

YEAR 12 DEAN FEEDBACK

Welcome, my name is Mrs. Diane Pemberton and I am the Year 12 Dean for the rest of 2021, replacing the lovely Mrs. Kristen Rennie. It was nice to
see the students returning to school after Lockdown with smiles and laughter. Next term will be busy with the Ball, Senior Prizegiving and Senior
Student Leadership positions decided. It is nice to see students making plans for next and even the year after. Any queries about attendance or the
upcoming Derived Grade Examinations please contact me.  I am available to meet with caregivers (and students) anytime.

Enjoy the rest of 2021.
Mrs. Diane Pemberton

YEAR 13 DEAN FEEDBACK

It is a busy time of the year for our Year 13 students as they begin to plan and prepare for their lives beyond school. For many this involves decision
making, applications for tertiary study, halls of residence applications, job hunting, interviews and final assessments. For some though the recent
Lockdown has brought more pressure and is still a time of uncertainty for what the future holds. Please contact me if there is anything I can do to
help with applications, references, NCEA goals or well-being during this time. It is really important that Year 13 students set academic goals and
know what they can achieve by the end of the year and how they will get there. I have been working individually with students to set these goals. I
look forward to celebrating the end of the Year 13 year with The Ball, Prizegiving and the Leavers’ Dinner.

Mrs. Fiona Parsons



Our goal is for all students to have an attendance average of 90%+.
Attending school regularly predicts the best outcomes for wellbeing  and is also linked to student attainment.

Year 9 Attendance
Terms 1 to 3

Year 10 Attendance
Terms 1 to 3

Year 11 Attendance
Terms 1 to 3

Year 12 Attendance
Terms 1 to 3

Year 13 Attendance
Terms 1 to 3

YEARS 9 AND 10

● Our priority is to get ALL students attending regularly which is 90% or more. To do that requires a team effort from the student, whānau and school. Our data above shows that
we have 43 students in Year 9 and 38 students in Year 10 who need extra support to lift their attendance to our goal. Good habits and preparation will ensure we establish
routines that support regular attendance.

YEARS 11-13

● Research shows that each additional half day absence from school predicts a consistent reduction in the number of NCEA credits a student subsequently attains – whether that is
the student moving from 100% to 99% attendance or moving from 71% to 70% attendance. Students who are absent even 5-10% of the time obtain fewer NCEA credits than
those with slightly higher attendance. There is no safe level of non-attendance.

● When looking at our data we want to reduce the yellow and green “slices”. Our Year 13s, as do national trends, show a particularly big group in the below 75% attendees. Getting
to school on time, returning after study periods and attending full days needs to be a big focus for our Year 13s when we return in Term Four. The key will be starting the term well
and building some good habits and momentum around attending classes.

● We should also take this opportunity to acknowledge the Year 11s who have a significant portion of their “pie” at 85% or more.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Year 11, 12 and 13 students will be on Senior Derived Grade Examination Leave from Wednesday 20th  to Wednesday 27th October.  This means that Year 11, 12 and 13 students only

attend school when they have a Derived Grade Examination or timetabled assessment session.  Full school uniform MUST be worn when attending ANY Derived Grade Examination or

timetabled assessment session.

● Term Four, Week 1, Wednesday 20th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd October

● Term Four, Week 2, Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th October

Rules For Candidates
● Follow all instructions of any supervisor.

● All work you hand in for marking must be your own.

● You may only have an approved calculator in the exam room which has had its memory checked and  cleared.

● You are not allowed to have the following on your person in the exam room:

An electronic device*

Any paper

Any notes, in any form

Correcting fluid because your booklets will not be accepted for reconsideration or review.

Make sure the above items are in your school bag or in the box at the front of the exam room.

In an exam you are not allowed to:

● Talk to, communicate with or disturb other candidates.

● Copy other candidate’s work.

● Leave the exam room within the first 45 minutes or the last 15 minutes of the exam.

Take The Following Into The Exam Room:
● a see-through pencil case or a clear plastic bag to hold your pens and pencils, including coloured, to use if needed.

● blue or black pens. Answers in pencil or erasable pen will be marked, but will not be accepted for reconsideration or review.

● an approved calculator whose memory you have cleared and then had checked by a teacher or supervisor outside the exam room.

If you arrive more than 30 minutes after the exam has started you will NOT be able to sit the exam.

You must only write your exam answers in the answer booklets or on the extra paper given to you by a supervisor.

*An electronic device includes any device which has the capability to store, communicate and/or retrieve information.

If you are absent from an External Examination at the end of the year it is the results from your Term Four Derived Grade Examinations that will be used to apply for a Derived Grade.





Rebecca Rapley

It is with great sadness that we farewell Mrs Rebecca Rapley, the Head of the English Department,

from our College Whānau.  Rebecca joined us in 2020  after a Lockdown Zoom interview.  Since that

day she has put her heart and soul into both her teaching and leading the staff in her Department.

Rebecca always puts her students at the heart of everything she does, she builds a rapport with her

students, she cares about them and helps them to succeed, she works tirelessly to create engaging,

differentiated lessons to reach all learning styles, she sets high expectations and believes that every

one of her students can learn in her warm and trusting classroom environment.  Rebecca is held in

high regard by the staff at the College; her professionalism, her support of others and her genuine

big heart will be missed.

Gwen Buckley

Sadly, we also farewell Mrs Gwen Buckley - for now.  Gwen is one of those amazing people who,

when called upon, is there to help.  She helped the College by teaching Food And Nutrition, Physical

Education And Health and Science this term.

Gwen made a positive difference to the students she taught here at the College and will do so again

next term at Riding For The Disabled where she will provide goal-based riding activities that

increase the ability, strength and confidence of young people with physical, intellectual, emotional

and social challenges.  Until the next time, Gwen!!

“A good teacher is like a candle — it consumes itself to light the way for others.”


